The University of Montana

School of Business Administration

MGMT 402.01: Principles of Entertainment I (Spring 2011)
a.k.a. Spring Thaw

Course Syllabus

Instructor:
Sonja Grimmsmann

Office:

GBB L35B

Office Tel.:
Sonja: 243.4869
Email:

Sonja.Grimmsmann@business.umt.edu 

Office Hours:
Call or email for appointment.

Class Time:    4:10-7:00 PM Wednesdays
Room:             GBB 122
Credits:           3 hours

Please Note:  This syllabus and this schedule are subject to change depending on guest speaker availability, additional events, and other extenuating circumstances.

Course Overview

Welcome to Principles of Entertainment I. This course is designed to provide you with some of the basic tools for better understanding the processes involved in the conceptualization, development and production of live events.
Throughout the course we will maintain an emphasis on applying our knowledge to realistic and relevant problems faced by entertainment professionals.  It is only when you have experienced applying your knowledge to actual problems that you can readily see your strengths and weaknesses, and perhaps more importantly recognize that no single approach is appropriate for all situations.
The purpose of this course is to synthesize real world situations with classroom learning. Students will be responsible for planning, promoting, executing, and otherwise managing the events which constitute Spring Thaw. This includes, but may not be limited to, a concert, a festival, and a fundraiser.
School of Business Administration Mission Statement

The University of Montana's School of Business Administration is a collegial learning community dedicated to the teaching, exploration, and application of the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in a competitive marketplace.

ADA Accommodation Statement

Students with any type of documented disability that may interfere with learning in this class may negotiate a reasonable accommodation with the instructors early in the semester.
Academic Integrity

Although you are encouraged to discuss course readings, lectures, etc. with one another, all individual-level assignments should reflect independent work. Neither The University of Montana nor I will tolerate academic dishonesty. Therefore, at minimum, if you cheat on an assignment or exam, you will receive an F in this course. Moreover, plagiarism, defined as quoting or paraphrasing passages from other sources and then placing them in your paper(s) without referencing the original source, also constitutes cheating in this course. Additionally, I strongly encourage you to become familiar with the University’s policy on academic integrity/dishonesty.

Course Requirements and Assignments
Due to the uniqueness of these courses, its real value will be discovered through the following:
1)  Class Attendance (30%). You are required to attend all classes unless you receive prior and documented approval from the instructor. For each class that you miss you will drop one-half letter grade. However, missing more than three classes will result in you receiving an F for the course.
2)  Class Participation (40%). You are required to actively participate in class assignments; these may be individual, group, or class assignments. Your participation will be based on the quality of your contributions, the level of professionalism you demonstrate, and the value added to each project.

3)  Final Project (30%). Due Wednesday, May 11, by 5:00 PM. Students are expected to have the ability to integrate the knowledge they acquired during the courses. In light of this expectation, students will be placed into groups that will be responsible for the development of a comprehensive plan for producing a particular aspect of Spring Thaw.
Lastly, please note that I do not tolerate late arrivals to the class. We operate like a business, and thus your lateness is costly to all of us, not to mention a demonstration of a lack of respect.
Schedule of Classes 

Wednesday, January 26
Introduction, syllabus, group assignments, etc.
Wednesday, February 2
No class – Sonja at Pollstar
Wednesday, February 9
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, February 16
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, February 23
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, March 2
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, March 9
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, March 16
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, March 23
Lance Grode: How to Combine Entertainment, Career, and Degree
Wednesday, March 30
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, April 6
Spring Break

Wednesday, April 13
Spring Thaw Workshops
Monday, April 18
Eileen Ivers, University Theatre
Wednesday, April 20
Spring Thaw Workshops
Sunday, April 24
Poker Tournament
Wednesday, April 27
Spring Thaw Workshops
Wednesday, May 4
Spring Thaw Workshops
Friday, May 6
Festival on the Oval
Wednesday, May 11
Final Projects due
MGMT 402.01: Principles of Entertainment I (Spring 2011)
a.k.a. Spring Thaw
Proposal Outline

I will not consider spending money on any aspect of Spring Thaw unless an acceptable budget proposal has been submitted. Please follow this outline when submitting a proposal.

· Contact information
· Date
· State your request: Who is asking for what, to what end?

· Describe your need (explain how spending the money on this item is necessary to the success of your activity)
· Describe how you will acquire your item
· Financial information

· Did you get bids?

· How much will it cost?

· Payment details?

MGMT 402.01: Principles of Entertainment I (Spring 2011)
a.k.a. Spring Thaw
Final Project Outline
Throughout the semester, you and the members of your group will develop an event plan, or instruction manual, describing the activities of your group and creating the documentation necessary to recreate your group’s activities.

The completed document is due in my office, GBB L35B, by 5:00 PM on Wednesday, May 11.
It is worth 30% of your overall grade.

This is a group project. Each student assigned to a group will receive the same grade as every member of that group for this final project.
Document Outline:

Cover Page (1 page)

· Title

· Date

· Class information

· Names

Executive Summary (1 page)

Table of Contents

Body
· Activity Description

· Purpose of Activity within Spring Thaw as a whole

· People involved (job descriptions)

· Organizational Chart

· Checklists

· Timelines

· Contacts

· Budget (assumptions)

· Recommendations

· Exhibits (source materials)

Spring Thaw 2011 Groups

· Marketing
· Public Relations

· Casino Night

· Oval Production

· Sponsors/Raffle

· Film/DVD/Online

· Brand Ambassadors

· Student Retention

· Special Event

· Concert Advancement
